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» Board of Trustees holds its semi-annual meeting in Chicago. . . . Votes to hold 
wartime meeting at Omaha, with H. E. King as chairman of the Local Arrangements 
Committee. . . . Board also approves personnel plan for Central Office and authorizes 
submission of pension plan to House of Delegates. . . . Sale of all A.D.A. books, 
pamphlets and educational material placed under one department. 

Bill introduced into House of Representatives to provide separate dental depart- 
ment in the Navy, to function directly under the Surgeon General. . .. Army changes 
order to allow dental and predental students to continue in courses even though 
ASTP is greatly curtailed. . .. Edward C. Elliott, chairman of Joint Army-Navy Man- 
power Committee, warns Dentistry to develop new sources of personnel before open 
meeting of War Service Committee in Chicago. . . . Availability and outlook for 
dental supplies are also discussed. . . . War Service Committee is delegated to study 
postwar plans for Dentistry. 

Attendance at Chicago Dental Society Midwinter Meeting is 11,359, a new 
record. . . . American Association of Dental Schools meets in three-day session in 
Chicago, March 20-22. International Association for Dental Research also meets in 
Chicago, March 18-19. 

George W. Wilson appointed dean of the Marquette University School of Den- 
tistry to succeed Henry L. Banzhaf, who continues as university business manager. 
. . . A.D.A. reports new high in junior membership, with a total of 3,644 March 1. 

Allen O. Gruebbel, director of the dental division, Missouri State Health Depart- 
ment, is named full-time secretary of the Council on Dental Health. . . . Bureau 
of Public Relations issues new “Atlas of the Mouth.” . . . Bureau’s new educational 
film receives approval of Council on Dental Health and American College of 
Surgeons. . . . Council on Dental Health reports changes in personnel and committee 
structure. 
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Report on Activities OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT 
Sem1-ANNUAL MEETING IN Cuicaco, Fespruary 18-21 


The Board of Trustees of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association held a four-day 
session in Chicago, February 18-21, and 
devoted much of its time to a considera- 
tion of special war problems, the ex- 
amination of progress reports by many 
committees and an examination of vari- 
ous working procedures of the Central 
Office, the Board of Trustees and the 
House of Delegates. In attendance at the 
Board meetings were the President, C. 
Raymond Wells, the General Secretary, 
Harry B. Pinney, the President Elect, 
Walter H. Scherer, two Vice Presidents, 
Holly C. Jarvis and F. A. Pierson, the 
Treasurer, Roscoe H. Volland, the Edi- 
tor, L. Pierce Anthony, the Trustees: 
H. B. Washburn, Howard E. Summers, 
Henry Hicks, Harvey J. Burkhart, Fred 
J. Wolfe, Russell A. Sand, D. W. Mc- 
Lean, E. G. Meisel, Howard C. Miller, 


C. J. Wright, Edward J. Jennings, Clyde 
E. Minges and Carlos H. Schott, and the 
Business Manager, John J. Hollister. 

An invitation had been extended to all 

Association members to visit the Central 
Office during the meeting and more than 
500 were taken on a tour of the new 
building. 
MEETING.—The Board of Trustees 
studied the possibility of holding a regu- 
lar Annual Meeting, but voted to con- 
tinue the curtailed meetings as long as 
the period of difficult transportation 
exists. H. E. King was elected chairman 
of the Local Arrangements Committee 
for the meeting that will be held in 
Omaha October 9-11. No headquarters 
hotel was named, though the sessions of 
the House of Delegates and the Board of 
Trustees will be held in the Hotel Pax- 
ton. 
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PERSONNEL PLAN.—The Board approved 
a recommendation of John J. Hollister, 
Business Manager, to establish a compre- 
hensive personnel plan for employes of 
the Central Office. The plan includes 
provisions for payment of prevailing 
wages to new employes, the annual de- 
termination of salaries by budget, auto- 
matic salary increases except in times of 
serious financial* depression and salary 
ceilings for all clerical positions. The 
Board also voted to secure bids on a 
comprehensive pension and retirement 
plan, submitted by the Business Manager, 
for presentation to the House of Dele- 
gates at the next annual meeting. 


INDEX DIRECTOR.—The Board author- 
ized the General Secretary to secure all 
necessary information on the employ- 
ment of a director of indexing service to 
aid in the development of the program 
prepared by the Committee on Library 
and Indexing Service. These data will 
be reported to the House of Delegates at 
the Annual Meeting. 


JOURNALS.—The Board received a report 
that curtailment of the paper supply by 
the War Production Board had necessi- 
tated a reduction in the size of THE 
Journat from 224 to 192 pages. An 
appeal was made to the War Production 
Board, but no final decision has been 
communicated to the Association., The 
Business Manager also reported to the 
Board that the current total circulation 
of the Journal of Oral Surgery was 4,737 
for the January 1944 issue. The Board 
also approved a recommendation gov- 
erning the sale of reprints from the publi- 
cations of the Association. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE.—The special com- 
mittee to study the recommendations 
made by the President, J. Ben Robinson, 
in 1943 on the structure, functions and 
policies of the American Dental Associa- 
tion made its report to the Board, which 
spent considerable time in studying the 


various proposals. 


The special committee reported on a 
plan to facilitate the procedure of the 
House of Delegates, a revision of the 
working methods of the Board of Trus- 
tees, a definition of duties of the General 
Secretary and the Business Manager, the 
simplification of Association committees 
and a redefinition of their duties, a 
restatement of the constitutional objec- 
tive of the Association and the financial 
policy. Many of these matters were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Constitu- 
tional and Administrative By-Laws for 
study and report at the next annual 
meeting of the House of Delegates. The 
chairman of the special committee was 
Fred J. Wolfe. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION.—The Board of 
Trustees devoted one half day to an 
executive session, in which various prob- 
lems of the Association were discussed. 
Reports on these activities will be made 
at the next meeting of. the Board and 
House of Delegates. 


CENTRALIZED SALES.—The Board of 
Trustees also voted to employ a director 
of sales so that sales of all books, 
pamphlets and educational material 
could be centralized. The Business Man- 
ager submitted this recommendation 
to relieve committees and bureaus of this 
problem and in order to distribute ma- 
terials valuable to the public and the 
profession more effectively. 


LEGISLATION.— The Board of Trustees ap- 
proved a recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Legislation to prepare suitable 
legislation based on the first two points 
of the Association’s plan for participation 
in a national health program. These 
two points are intensified dental research 
at the national level and an expanded 
program of dental health education at 
state and community levels. 
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WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING 


SPECIAL PROBLEMS DISCUSSED AT 
War Service ComMITTEE MEETING 


Special problems created by the war 
were the subject of discussion at an open 
meeting of the War Service Committee 
in Chicago, February 19. Among the 
topics discussed by Association officials 
and representatives of other groups were 
shortages in dental manpower, restric- 
tions affecting dental supplies and dental 
problems in civilian and military life. 

Speakers on the morning program in- 
cluded Capt. C. Raymond Wells, Presi- 
dent of the American Dental Association ; 
Edward C. Elliott, chairman of the Joint 
Army-Navy Manpower Committee ; John 
T. O’Rourke, chairman, Committee on 
Dentistry, Procurement and Assignment 
Service; J. Ben Robinson, chairman, 
Committee on Dental Education, Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service, and 
Warren F. Draper, Acting Surgeon Gen- 
eral, United States Public Health Service. 

At the afternoon session, the speakers 
were : Sterling V. Mead, chairman, Com- 
mittee on Legislation ; Lieut. Col. Louis 
H. Renfrow, chairman, Army-Navy 
Committee, American Dental Associa- 
tion; C. Willard Camalier, chairman, 
War Service Committee; Rear Adm. 
Alexander G. Lyle; Maj. Gen. Robert 
H. Mills and Capt. Robert S. Davis, 
Chief of Dental Service, United States 
Navy; Joseph B. Burt, Chief, Surgical 
and Accessory Health Supplies Section, 
War Production Board; Clayton W. 
Conklin, chairman, Dental Supplies 
War Advisory Committee, and Frank 
J. Hurlstone, chairman, Special Com- 
mittee to Cooperate with the American 
Dental Trades Association, American 
Dental Association. C. Willard Camalier 
presided at the morning session, while 


Walter H. Scherer, A.D.A. President 
Elect, was in the chair at the afternoon . 
session. 

WELLS.—The President, C. Raymond 
Wells, opened the meeting with a gen- 
eral discussion of wartime dental prob- 
lems, with particular reference to the 
part the American Dental Association 
had taken in solving them. 
ELLIOTT.—Edward C. Elliott, president 
of Purdue University and chairman of 
the Joint Army-Navy Manpower Com- 
mittee, discussed the present status of 
the Army and Navy Specialized Train- 
ing Program and the probable effect on 
future dental service to the civilian pop- 
ulation under the present War Man- 
power and Selective Service regulation 
and policies. He pointed out the dangers 
of a diminishing dental personnel and 
urged measures to secure more qualified 
dental students under a definite pro- 
gram. Some of Dr. Elliott’s remarks 
follow : 

As the war continues, and we have every 
reason to believe it will not be a short war, 
we will find that we have done too little for 
the conservation of our trained brains. The 
Army, Navy and War Manpower Commis- 
sions have decreed that all able-bodied male 
students are destined for the armed forces. 
We have set up a national psychology which 
seems to make it unpatriotic to prepare for 
professions essential to the health and welfare 
of the nation... . 

Before the war, there were approximately 
70,000 members of the dental profession with 
a ratio of about one dentist to every 1,800. 
Today, with 20,000 members in the armed 
forces the ratio is about one to every 2,400 
population and, as the war continues and 
fewer students are available, the ratio will 
proportionately increase... . 

Another problem ericountered is the fact 
that the armed forces have instituted a com- 
pensated compulsory training program where- 
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by the medical or dental student is paid every 
month while he is learning. This must com- 
pete with a voluntary, non-compensated train- 
ing of civilian students. In my opinion it is 
important that we have trained personnel for 
the home front, and that group should also 
be compensated. .. . 


DRAPER.—Warren F. Draper, Acting 
Surgeon General of the U. S. Public 
Health Service, discussed the relocation 
of dentists and physicians and civilian 
health in wartime. 


SYMPOSIUM.—The afternoon _ session 
opened with a symposium on the topic, 
“Services Rendered by the American 
Dental Association in This Crisis to the 
Armed Forces and Civilian Practice.” 
Some of the discussion will appear in 
a later issue of THE JouRNAL. 


DENTAL SUPPLIES.—Joseph B. Burt, 
Chief, Surgical: and Accessory Health 
Supplies Section, War Production Board, 
substituted in a symposium on dental 
supplies for Robert P. Fischelis, Chief, 
Medical and Health Supply Section, Of- 
fice of Civilian Supply, War Production 
Board, who was unable to be present. 
Excerpts from the address prepared by 
Dr. Fischelis follow : 


BURS.—1 am sure that one of the items of 
supply in which you are most interested is 
dental burs. A recent survey made for us by 
the Civilian Relations Division of the Office 
of Civilian Requirements through the coop- 
eration of our field service gives us some in- 
teresting information which I would like very 
much to have confirmed or refuted by your 
experiences. On the supply of dental burs we 
found, as a result of contacting dentists in 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Kansas City, Dallas, 
Denver, San Francisco, Detroit, Minneapolis, 
Seattle and Los Angeles, that about 88 per 
cent reported difficulty in securing burs which 
they needed. Reported stocks varied from a 
low of 8 per cent ‘in Kansas City and Dallas 
to a high of 79 per cent in San Francisco as 
compared with normal prewar inventories. 
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The median for all reporting regions was a 
present stock of 33 per cent of normal pre- 
war inventories. There was some complaint 
that burs supplied were of an inferior quality. 
There were also complaints that specific sizes 
and types of burs were more difficult to obtain 
than others. An interesting observation was 
that six different sizes of dental burs reported 
as difficult to obtain were those which had 
been eliminated when the simplification pro- 
gram which reduced the number of bur types 
and sizes from 75 to 24 was put into force. 
In other words these six sizes of burs are 
prohibited under the provisions of WPB Order 
L-139 which became effective June 25, 1942. 
Apparently some dentists are not as yet famil- 
iar with the sizes and types of burs which may 
be obtained under the WPB order. Sixty-one 
per cent of the dentists contacted in the sur- 
vey made some use of diamond points. 

Metal dental bur production in the United 
States is considerably under the stated re- 
quirements of the Army, Navy, Foreign Eco- 
nomic Administration and United States civil- 
ians for 1944. We are confronted with the 
question of increasing the supply or reducing 
requirements. It is unquestionably true that 
requirements can be reduced by conservation 
methods including bur resharpening and the 
use of diamond points. Each of these measures 
has its merits and demerits. Bur resharpening 
is dependent to a considerable extent on 
skilled manpower in this field and the use 
of diamond points is open to objections based 
on the limitation of use of diamond points 
and the inertia which characterizes all sug- 
gestions for changes in technic. There must 
be cooperative effort in meeting the situation, 
and we hope that civilian dentists will con- 
tinue to do their part in conserving metal 
dental bur usage by resharpening and the use 
of diamond points. 

As regards other dental equipment or sup- 
plies, the regional representatives reported the 
five most frequently mentioned items of dental 
equipment in short supply to be contra-angle 
handpieces, forceps and chisels, impression 
compounds, rubber materials and x-ray films. 

The thing that interests us most about this 
survey is that it revealed certain shortages of 
which little or no complaint had previously 
been made to the War Production Board. 

Brief statements concerning the shortages of 
the five items most frequently mentioned in 
the survey follow. 
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HANDPIECES AND CONTRA-ANGLES.— The 
supply of contra-angle handpieces is admit- 
tedly inadequate at the present time. The 
situation has been serious, and it will be some 
time before they are available in any quanti- 
ties. Our information indicates that the Army 
has reduced its requirements to such an extent 
that production and requirements are now in 
balance. Naturally, this will not ease the sit- 
uation immediately, but, as time goes on, more 
and more handpieces will be available to 
civilians. 

CHISELS AND FORCEPS.—There is no indi- 
cation as to whether a shortage of osseous or 
vulcanite chisels is being reported in the sur- 
vey, but, in either case, it is believed that 
production capacity exceeds the total require- 
ments. Any difficulty in obtaining chisels is 
probably due to the.poor distribution of cer- 
tain sizes or types rather than to a deficiency 
in the total supply. 

IMPRESSION COMPOUNDS.—Although it is 
probable that there is no appreciable shortage 
in the total supply of impression compounds, 
it is entirely possible that particular brands 
may occasionally be difficult to obtain. We 
had not previously received reports of any 
difficulty in obtaining impression compounds. 


RUBBER MATERIALS.—So far as we know, 
there have never been any restrictions of rub- 
ber denture materials. It may be that one brand 
or another is temporarily short in supply, but, 
so far, rubber is being allotted for denture 
materials to the extent of 65 per cent. crude 
rubber. Ninety-eight per cent crude rubber 
or latex may be used in dental dams and 98 
per cent crude rubber may be used in dental 
polishing tips. 

X*RAY FILMS.—While this product does not 
come under the jurisdiction of the Surgical 
and Accessory Health Supplies Section, we 
know that an honest attempt has been made 
to keep the profession supplied with dental 
x-ray films. Unfortunately, when it seemed 
that x-ray films were getting scarce, there was 
a tendency in some regions to buy more than 
normal requirements, which further aggra- 
vated the situation. We believe, however, 
that it has been demonstrated that sufficient 
films are available and that normal buying 
will keep them available. The supply is in- 
sufficient to permit overbuying on the part of 
any one without interfering seriously with the 
normal distribution of x-ray films. 
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The principal orders which have affected 
the practice of dentistry have now been mod- 
ified to such an extent that they present no 
further problem. These orders were two: 
L-249 (Dental Equipment) and L-206 (X- 
Ray Equipment). 

L-249 has been revised so as to permit the 
sale of dental equipment according to ordinary 
trade practices. The amount of equipment 
permitted to be manufactured under the terms 
of this order is considered sufficient to take 
care of normal demands. The manufacturer 
is expected to control the distribution of his 
equipment to his dealers so that he does not 
exceed the quota allotted to him and, in turn, 
the dealer is expected to live within the quota 
assigned to the manufacturer. This should 
cause no hardship, since an earnest effort was 
made to supply as much equipment as neces- 
sary. 

It should be pointed out that this order 
now affects only dental operating units and 
dental chairs. Until the order was last re- 
vised, it prohibited the manufacture of other 
items of dental equipment, such as dental 
stools and dental lights, but, in the course of 
revising the original order, it was found pos- 
sible to remove dental equipment and other 
items from any restriction. 

L-206, which made it necessary for den- 
tists to file an application for permission to 
purchase an x-ray unit, has been revised to 
such an extent that the same general policy 
of distribution can be followed, as was ex- 
plained in a previous statement concerning 
dental units and chairs. Here again, the 
quotas have been so adjusted that no dentist 
who needs an x-ray unit should have any 
difficulty in securing one. It should be pointed 
out that, even in prewar days, there were 
sometimes delays encountered in purchasing 
an x-ray unit, but those delays were due to 
production problems of the individual manu- 
facturers and it would not seem that there 
should be any difficulty other than those from 
now on. 


LIMITATION ORDERS.—The other limita- 
tion and conservation orders that are in ef- 
fect touch upon dental supplies only inci- 
dentally. In those cases wherein the distribu- 
tion of any material is restricted, its use in the 
practice of dentistry is usually free and with- 
out any restraint. For the sake of information, 
we are listing below orders of this type which, 
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while they affect the production and distri- 
bution of many products and materials, do not 
interpose any restraint so far as dental use is 
concerned. 

M-241-a—Conservation of Paper and Paper- 
board. Limits production of dental pinafores 
and facial tissues to 100 per cent of 1942 
production. Permits unrestricted production 
of dental mouth wadding. 

M-260—Acrylic Monomer and _ Acrylic 
Resin. Restricts delivery except on specific 
authorization by WPB, but has small order 

exemption clause. 

M-43—Tin. Permits up to 30 per cent tin 
to be used in dental amalgam alloys and den- 
tal foils. 

M-9-c—Copper. Restricts the use of cop- 
per, except in selected health supplies and 
equipment. 

M-30—Ethyl Alcohol. Without specific 
written authority from WPB, “manufactur- 
ers” may accept not more than 3,500: gallons 
per quarter, but may not use more than the 
indicated percentage of use in a correspond- 
ing auarter of 1941 for the manufacture of: 
drugs and pharmaceuticals (not including 
rubbing alcohol) 100 per cent—laboratory 
and experimental 100 per cent—tooth clean- 
ing preparations 50 per cent—antiseptics for 
oral use (including antiseptic solution N.F.) 
60 per cent—mouth washes 60 per cent. 

L-30-b—Enamel Ware. Permits the manu- 
facture of step-on can inserts as permitted by 
L-214, Schedule 4, but L-214, Schedule 3 
does not provide any step-on cans as yet. 

L-267—Photographic and Projection Equip- 
ment, Accessories and Parts. Purchaser must 
file form WPB 1319 (PD 556) for permission 
to purchase darkroom accessories. 

L-233—Photographic Film and Film Base. 
Does not apply to x-ray film, which may be 
purchased without authorization and without 
preference rating. 

M-78—Mercury. This conservation order 
has recently been revoked. 

R-1—Rubder, Synthetic Rubber, Balata, 
and Products Thereof. Permits the use of 
crude rubber or latex in the following items: 
dental dams, dental polishing tips, denture 
rubber, finger cots, surgeons’ gloves, inhala- 
tion bags and facepieces, orthodontia bands, 
parts for dental instruments, stopples, surgical 
tubing and vaccine caps. Synthetic rubber is 
available for other uses. 
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L-266—Sterilizer Equipment. Prohibits the 
use of copper base alloy in boilers of instru- 
ment sterilizers smaller than 20 by 10 by 9 
inches. This provision therefore prohibits the 
use of copper base alloy in the accepted sizes 
of sterilizers. A satisfactory sterilizer has been 
made with an enameled steel boiler which 
has been quite widely accepted. No doubt 
the time will come when it will again be pos- 
sible to permit the use of copper base alloy in 
the small sterilizer boilers, but that time is not 
yet. 

Dental burs are still under control of two 
orders: L-139, which reduces the number of 
sizes and styles of dental burs that may be 
manufactured, and L-295, which controls the 
distribution from the manufacturer to the 
dealer. There is no control over the sale of 
dental burs from the dealer to the dentist. 

Some items of equipment commonly used 
by dentists are listed on general simplification 
order No. L-214. By the terms of this order, 
the number of styles of some pieces of dental 
equipment has been reduced, but, in general, 
a sufficient variety may be made to satisfy 
the needs of any dentist. 

Order M-96, which prohibits the use of 
agar for any purpose other than bacteriologic, 
is still in effect. This has affected the making 
of dentures, but satisfactory substitutes have 
been deveioped and will of necessity be used 
until the end of the war. 


MEDICINES.-—With respect to dental medi- 
cation, we believe that the drug and health 
supply situation is satisfactory. You have had 
no difficulty in securing all local anesthetics 
required, nor has there been any difficulty in 
supplying sedatives and hypnotic drugs or 
cleansing agents, dentifrices and mouth- 
washes. The alcohol situation has, caused a 
reduction of mouthwashes and dentifrices to 
the extent of 60 per cent, and since some of 
these products are listed as cosmetics, they are 
apt to receive less favorable treatment when 
critical and scarce materials are involved. 
The organization within the War Produc- 
tion Board of an office of civilian requirements 
is of itself notice to the public that there is 
an agency assigned to the specific function of 
estimating and providing for civilian require- 
ments to the extent of avoiding hardships and 
unnecessary discomforts. It is the philosophy 
of this office to deprive American civilians of 
as little as possible, while furnishing every 
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necessary requirement to the military forces. 
You: may look to the Office of Civilian Re- 
quirements and particularly to its Chemicals, 
Drugs and Health Supplies Branch for sym- 
pathetic consideration of any problems which 
you may encounter in supplying civilian den- 
tal care. 


CONKLIN.—Clayton W. Conklin, vice- 


president of the L. D. Caulk Co., Phila- 
delphia, chairman of the Dental Supplies 
Advisory Committee, contributed the fol- 
lowing estimate of the situation in dental 
supplies to the symposium. 


The War Service Committee and the den- 
tal manufacturers have known only too well 
the serious inconvenience caused the profes- 
sion during the last two years. The activities 
of these two committees, in conjunction with 
the cooperation of the War Production Board, 
unquestionably helped to save civilian den- 
tists from what might have been a very criti- 
cal situation. 

The members of your Association are quite 
familiar with the amount of dental care which 
has been given the armed services since Pearl 
Harbor. The statistics are a matter of record 
and I need not repeat these to you at this 
time, but, when our armed services had to be 
supplied with materials and instruments very 
quickly for this massed dentistry, a drain was 
caused on the facilities of the American den- 
tal manufacturers and the flow of. these in- 
struments and materials to the dental pro- 
fession was interfered with. 

In comparison with the shortages of the 
last two years, for both the armed services 
and civilian practice, our committee is pleased 
to report that, in February 1944, our manu- 
facturers are very optimistic and feel that re- 
lief is coming fast, and that it will become 
increasingly apparent in the advancing months 
of this year. 


INSTRUMENTS.—Our manufacturers report 
that: “Government commitments outstanding 
for operative instruments are quite small at 
this time. Practically all orders placed during 
1942 and 1943 have been delivered. Informa- 
tion has been received from government rep- 
resentatives that there will be no large orders 
comparable with those of the past two years, 
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as most requirements have been met and they 
have on hand at present inventories equal to 
six months’ needs. 

“The extremely heavy orders, together with 
accelerated courses in the dental schools, had 
created a considerable shortage. This condi- 
tion appears to have been cleared and it is 
the belief that from now on there should be 
no problem in producing instruments re- 
quired by civilian dentists during 1944.” 

We might point out, however, that the 
college situation may take a little longer to 
clear up. Because of the speedup in dental 
education, the requirements of the colleges 
have been large and, coming every nine 
months instead of every twelve, have caused 
an increase of one-third in a twelve-month 
period. 

In connection with college requirements, 
all manufacturers’ inventories have been de- 
nuded and, because of the multiplicity of 
items required in college instruction, it may 
take a trifle longer to furnish all items 
promptly than if the requirements covered 
only a few instruments. 


FORCEPS AND JOINTED TOOLS.—Special 
attention is given this division for the reason 
that government commitments were unusu- 
ally heavy during 1942 and 1943. Notwith- 
standing this, the~ colleges were fairly well 
provided for during these two years and, at 
present, all orders on hand for forceps and 
jointed tools are small compared with present- 
day production. There should be no question 
concerning the civilian trade receiving every- 
thing needed during the present year. 

Pliers production may not meet immediate 
demands, but, as the year rolls along, this 
too will take care of itself. 

We now come to what has been most seri- 
ous, and is still a problem, the supplying of 
handpieces, angles and burs. 


HANDPIECES.—At present, government offi- 
cials do not indicate additional large orders. 
The outlook in the next few months is good 
for a generous supply of handpieces to civil- 
ian dentists. 


ANGLES.— the angle situation does not pre- 
sent the same good picture as that of hand- 
pieces. There is an enormous accumulation 
of back orders for civilian dentists, and it is 
quite a serious problem,, while government 
commitments are still very heavy as compared 
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with commitments on handpieces. However, 
owing to expanded production, the civilian 
trade will receive many more angles than 
were furnished during 1943 and, in com- 
parison with prewar production years to 1944, 
the angle situation should improve, although 
not in the next two or three months. 

PARTS FOR HANDPIECES AND ANGLES.— 
The shortage of handpiece and angle parts 
will continue. Government demands are ex- 
tremely heavy and, owing to the fact that 
civilian dentists must have their present equip- 
ment repaired, there is a steady drain on 
stocks of new parts. Our manufacturers are 
giving special attention to fast-wearing parts, 
which must be replaced more frequently, and 
are trying to proportion deliveries so that 
there will be no concentration of stock at any 
one point. It is probable that the demand 
for repair parts will not be entirely satisfied 
before the end of the year. 

Our committee would be glad to have 
from the profession any data relating to re- 
pairing of angles and handpieces, particularly 
if there are congestion and dissatisfaction in 
any certain part of the country. 
BURS.—Since Pearl Harbor, the subject of 
burs has been under never-ending discussion. 
Owing to the great demand for burs and the 
fact that, as late as 1937, American manu- 
facturers were not producing all of the burs 
in this country because of importations, it has 
been very difficult to meet the growing de- 
mands of the armed services and civilian den- 
tists with the facilities and the manpower 
available. 

In 1944, the bur production will be nearly 
three times that of 1937. 

There are many factors in the bur prob- 
lem, and, in 1943 and 1944, domestic manu- 
facturers have produced and will produce to 
the extent of their facilities. 

At present, no burs are being supplied for 
Lend-Lease. However, there is a_ possibility 
that Lend-Lease requirements may again come 
to the front. If, with present production and 
demand, Lend-Lease should be added, it 
would present more than an ordinary emer- 
gency and, in view of the fact that burs are 
still scarce and needed in great quantities by. 
the armed services and the profession, con- 
sultation on the part of the War Service 
Committee of the’ American Dental Associa- 
tion, the War Production Board and the 
manufacturers would be indicated. 
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Of course, bur manufacturers are experi- 
encing a labor shortage, which it is not nec- 
essary to bring to your attention, but the real 
problem is that of labor, and this important 
factor should be considered if additional de- 
mands of Lend-Lease are added to the pres- 
ent requirements. 

As we understand it, the Army and Navy 
have some stocks, and their 1944 require- 
ments are only slightly in excess of those of 
1943. Conditions should become _progres- 
sively better if the approximate ratio of one- 
third for civilians and two-thirds for govern- 
ment agencies is maintained, and in the ab- 
sence of large Lend-Lease allocations. 


EQUIPMENT.—In 1943, dental equipment 
was frozen for civilian use. Equipment in 
dental dealers’ stocks was sold to the govern- 
ment, so that inventories at the end of 1943 
were practically exhausted. 

In view of decreased orders from the gov- 
ernment, the production problem should ease 
during the year, although it is true that the 
civilian demand is heavy at present because 
of the inability to buy during 1943, the 
necessity of replacement of worn-out equip- 
ment, the exhausted stocks of good used 
equipment and the need for equipment for 
graduates not qualifying for entry into the 
armed forces, as well as those who have been 
released from the services. 

The demands for equipment are heavier 
today than during an average prewar year. 

Equipment manufacturers advise that they 
believe they will be in position to satisfy de- 
mands. It may be necessary to consult with 
the War Production Board on the question of 
an 88 per cent allotment, based on the years 
1938-1939-1940, but it is something worthy 
of note to announce the manufacture of new 
dental equipment, which is, of course, badly 
needed by the profession. At the present time, 
the most urgent cases are being cared for and 
our manufacturers are making deliveries, tak- 
ing into account the immediate necessity of 
the individual dentist. There will be no deal- 
ers’ stocks for some time to come, and orders 
will be filled on the basis of urgent need until 
greater production is possible. 

Chairs, units and x-ray equipment are be- 
ing allocated. Dental cabinets are in dealers’ 
stocks. Dental sterilizers are now under ad- 
visement by the War Production Board. There 
are a few sterilizers in dealer’s stocks. 
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COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 


BiLt Proposes SEPARATE 
DENTAL DEPARTMENT 


A bill (H.R. 4216) to create a separate 
Dental Department in the Navy, to func- 
tion under the Surgeon General as in the 
case of the Medical Department, was 
introduced into the House of Representa- 
tives February 17 by Representative L. 
Mendel Rivers, South Carolina. 


FORECAST.—The introduction of such a 
bill had been forecast by the Committee 
on Legislation of the American Dental 
Association, of which Sterling V. Mead 
is chairman, “if departmental revisions 
(were) not available for the correction 
of irregularities” in the administration 
of dental affairs. In a report* on the 
status of dentistry in the armed forces, 
the Committee on Legislation said : 

In the Naval Dental Corps, dental officers 
do have the same authority (in regulations 
1920) as other staff officers, but they are 
never in a position to administer their own 
affairs. The pertinent paragraph of the regu- 
lations is misleading since, under present con- 
ditions, the dental officer can never be the 
head of a medical department. In effect, 
therefore, the denta! officer is always in a 
position subordinate to that of the medical 
officer holding that appointment. 

The Dental Division in the. Office of the 
Surgeon General may advise concerning ap- 
pointments, promotions and supplies. The 
criticism offered by the dental profession on 
this point is that this procedure is possible 
only by permission of the Surgeon General 
and not by adopted regulation. Some plan of 
approach must be devised whereby a dental 
officer, through his commanding officer, may 
approach a dental director representing the 
Surgeon General without going through sub- 
ordinate medical officers. . . . 


*J.A.D.A., 31:270, February 1, 1944. 


TEXT.—The text of the bill, which has 
been referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs of the House of Representatives, 
follows : : 

A bill to provide more efficient dental care 
for the personnel of the United States Navy. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of - 


Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled, that (1) the Sec- 
retary of the Navy be authorized and directed, 
not later than sixty days after this act be- 
comes law, to establish a Dental Department 
in the Navy, which shall function under the 
Surgeon General as is now provided in the 
case of the Medical Department. 

(2) To provide that the functions of the 
Dental Department shall be of such profes- 
sional, technical, and administrative nature as 
pertain to the conduct of the naval dental 
service, including cooperation with the Med- 
ical Department in all matters of mutual in- 
terest and cognizance. 

(3) To provide that personnel of the Den- 
tal Department shall consist of (a) officers of 
the Dental Corps, one of whom shall serve as 
Director of Dentistry and be directly respon- 
sible to the Surgeon General for the adminis- 
tration of dental affairs within the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery; (b) chief warrant and 
warrant officers in numbers not exceeding five 
per centum of the total number of officers of 
the Dental Corps; (c) enlisted personnel in 
such ratings and distribution by pay grades 
within the ratings and in such numbers not to 
exceed 166 per centum of the total number of 
dental officers, as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Navy: Provided further, that 
nothing stated herein shall act to reduce the 
grade or rank of any person. 

(4) To provide that the Director of Den- 
tistry shall be appointed by the President from 
dental officers on active duty and that the 
Director of Dentistry shall, while so serving, 
have the rank of Rear Admiral. 

(5) This Act to take effect immediately 
upon its approval by the President. 
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DENTAL EDUCATION 


Army To ConTINUE TRAINING 
ProcramM For DENTAL STUDENTS 


All students now studying dentistry, 
as well as those who will complete their 
predental requirement by 1945, will be 
continued in their courses despite the 
recently announced intention of the 
Army to reduce its Specialized Training 
Program from 145,000 to 35,000 stu- 
dents. This action by the War Depart- 
ment came after vigorous protests had 
pointed out that the patient : dentist ratio 
would be raised beyond the level of safety 
by the curtailed program. 

The Secretary of War, Mr. Stimson, in 
commenting February 18 on the an- 
nounced policy of curtailing the pro- 
gram, stated : 

The shortage of personnel from which the 
the drastic reduction of the Army Specialized 
Training Program and the transfer to active 
duty with troops of the larger part of the 
students now in the program. . . . 

The shortage of personnel from which the 
Army is now suffering has led the War De- 
partment to drastic decisions during the past 
week. Because of the inability of the Selec- 
tive Service to deliver personnel according to 
schedule, the Army is now short 200,000 men 
who should have been in uniform by the end 
of 1943. The increased tempo of offensive 
operations together with mounting casualties 
demanding immediate replacements in the 
field has created a situation which has neces- 
sitated drastic economies in the employment 


of personnel throughout the United States, - 


and a decision to reduce the soldiers in col- 
leges taking the Army Specialized Training 
Program from 145,000 to 35,000... . 

The 35,000 remaining in the program will 
be primarily those trainees taking advanced 
courses in mediciné and dentistry, or engineer- 
ing and include 5,000 pre-induction stu- 
dents. ... 


4.D.A, ACTION.—After issuance of this 
order, an informal committee represent- 
ing the American Dental Association was 
created for the purpose of dealing with 
the situation. The members of the com- 
mittee are: C. Willard Camalier, chair- 
man of the War Service Committee; 
Emory W. Morris, chairman of the 
Council on Dental Health; William N. 
Hodgkin, chairman of the Council on 
Dental Education; Sterling V. Mead, 
chairman of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion ; Gerald D. Timmons, vice chairman 
of the War Service Committee ; John T. 
O’Rourke, chairman of the Committee 
on Dentistry, Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service, and J. Ben Robinson, 
chairman of the Committee on Dental 
Education, Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service. 

The immediate effect of the War De- 
partment order on dental schools would 
be to terminate the studies of all men 
enrolled in predental courses and to 
transfer to combat duty all enlisted men 
reserved for admission to dental schools 
in the entering classes of 1944. The ulti- 
mate effect of this order would be to re- 
duce the number of dental graduates and 
to reduce greatly the dental service avail- 
able to the civilian population in the 
postwar world. It is estimated that this 
would have increased the patient : dentist 
ratio beyond the danger point and even- 
tually would lower standards in dental 
education and practice. 


The committee drafted a statement 
outlining the probable serious conse- 
quences and the dangers that would at- 
tend its enforcement. The committee 
presented its conclusions to the Board 
of Trustees of the American Dental As- 
sociation and was authorized to urge the 
Secretary of War and other govern- 
mental authorities to reconsider the scope 
of the order. Prompt action was taken 
by the committee through the President, 
C. Raymond Wells, to achieve the pur- 
poses for which the committee was 
formed. 
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Through the work of the committee 
and appeals from other interested sources, 
the order was modified so as to continue 
the dental educational program in all its 
relationships. The 35,000 students who 
will be retained in the program now in- 
clude all students engaged in the study 
of medicine and dentistry, those who 
have been admitted to the 1944 entering 
classes and those preprofessional students 
now in college who will come up for en- 
rollment in 1945. 


NAvY.—The Navy, which has about 
70,000 persons in its V-12 college train- 
ing program, a counterpart of the ASTP, 
plans no curtailment, pointing out that 
the need for officers is as great now as at 
any previous time. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL 
Scnoots MEETs 1n Cuicaco Marcu 20 


The American Association of Dental 
Schools will hold its twenty-first annual 
meeting at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, 
March 20-22. The prograin will be de- 
voted to the wartime problems of dental 
education and to an analysis of teaching 
methods. A special panel discussion has 
been arranged on “Planning for Post- 
graduate Programs.” The speaker at the 
annual dinner March 20 will be C. S. 
Boucher, chancellor, University of Ne- 
braska, who will speak on “Education, 
Politics and Federal Control.” 

Other speakers will be Walter E. Eells, 
Sc.D., executive secretary, American As- 
sociation of Junior Colleges; H. M. 
Marjerison, dean, University of Illinois ; 
Huoghton Holliday, dean, Columbia Uni- 
versity; Harlan H.: Horner, secretary, 
Council on Dental Education, American 
Dental Associaticn ; Willard C. Fleming, 
dean, University of California; Paul H. 
Jeserich, University of Michigan, and 
Lewis W. Thom, University of Minne- 
sota. Allen T. Newman, dean, New York 
University, is president of the Associa- 
tion. 


George W. Wilson, who succeeds Henry L, 
Banzhaf as dean of Marquette University 
School of Dentistry, Milwaukee. 


Greorce W. Witson APPOINTED 
DEAN AT MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY 


Announcement has been made of the 
appointment of George W. Wilson as 
dean of the Marquette University School 
of Dentistry, Milwaukee, by Raphael C. 
McCarthy, S.J., president of the univer- 
sity. Dr. Wilson, who has been a member 
of the faculty for thirty years, succeeds 
Henry L. Banzhaf, who has served for 
forty-two years and who now becomes 
dean emeritus. Dr. Banzhaf will con- 
tinue to act as business manager of the 
University. 

The new dean, a native of Green Bay, 


Wis., was graduated from Marquette » 


University in 1914. He has successivel 
become professor of operative dentistry, 
1927, director of the clinic, 1928, and 
professor and director of the departments 
of operative and clinical dentistry and 
assistant dean, 1940. 
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“ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 


A.D.A. Reports 
oF 3,961 Junior MEMBERS 


The American Dental Association now 
has the greatest enrollment of junior 
members ever recorded for the current 
period of the scholastic year, Harry B. 
Pinney, General Secretary, announced 
recently. The junior members March 1 
of this year numbered 3,961 as compared 
with 3,644 March 1, 1943. Dr. Pinney 
attributed the new record in junior mem- 
bership to the growing appreciation on 
the part of students of the many ad- 
vantages and services offered by the 
Association. 


GrueBBEL NAMED SECRETARY 
oF DenTAL HEALTH COUNCIL 


Allen O. Gruebbel, for the past five 
years director of the Dental Division, 
Missouri State Health Department, has 
been named the full-time secretary of 
the Council on Dental Health of the 
American Dental Association. He will 
assume his new duties April 1. 

The responsibilities and duties of the 
Council on Dental Health have increased 
so rapidly in the past year that it became 
necessary to secure the services of a full- 
time secretary to handle its affairs. Real- 
izing the importance of the Council’s 
studies, James Stewart, Missouri Com- 
missioner of Health, granted Dr. Grueb- 
bel leave of absence from his present 
position until December 31, 1944. Dr. 
Gruebbel will continue to serve in an 
advisory capacity, with the Missouri den- 
tal program. 

After attending Missouri State Teach- 
ers College, Dr. Gruebbel entered Kansas 
City-Western Dental College, from which 
he was graduated in 1923. After several 
years in private practice, he attended 


Johns Hopkins University, receiving the 
degree of master of public health in 1938. 
Since that time, he has been director of 
the Dental Division of the Missouri 
State Health Department. 


War Service COMMITTEE 
To Stupy Postwar PLans 


The War Service Committee of the 
American Dental Association has been 
delegated by the President, C. Raymond 
Wells, to “investigate and report upon 
plans which may affect the profession in 
the postwar era.” The War Service Com- 
mittee, Captain Wells said, was assigned 
to the task because its close contacts with 
governmental agencies and Congress, its 
location in Washington and its experi- 
ence gained in the past three years made 
it the logical agency for this important 
work. In assigning this duty, President 
Wells said : 


It will be the duty of the War Service 
Committee to investigate potential postwar 
problems pertaining to the profession. Ob- 
viously, there are many vitally important sub- 
jects falling within this category, which may 
affect the present and future progress of the 
dental profession. The War Service Com- 
mittee, as liaison agency between govern- 
mental groups, other organizations and the 
regularly constituted committees of the Asso- 
ciation, will function as the coordinating 
committee in matters affecting the postwar 
era and will operate in closest cooperation 
with all these groups in the interests of the 
public and the profession. 

The War Service Committee has already 
submitted a progress report to the President 
of the Association on some of the potential- 
ities and will fcllow through carefully as 
these matters develop further. Information 
will be released to the profession from time 
to time as future events indicate. 
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FaucHarp MEDAL AWARDED TO 
C. Raymonp WELLS 


The eleventh annual Fauchard Medal 
was awarded to Capt. C. Raymond Wells, 
President of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation and Chief Dental Officer of ‘the 
Selective Service System, at the annual 
meeting of the Pierre Fauchard Acad- 
emy, Chicago, February 21. The citation 
stated that the award was made to 
Captain Wells “for his distinguished 
contributions to his country and to his 
profession in time of war.” The presenta- 
tion was made by Capt. Frederick F. 
Molt, Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion. 


MIDWINTER MEETING 


Cuicaco MipwinTerR MEETING 
Has 11,359 AtrenDANCE RECORD 


The total registration reported for the 
1944 Midwinter Meeting of the Chicago 
Dental Society was 11,359 visitors in all 
classes. This is the highest registration 
in the history of the society with the ex- 
ception of 1933, when a joint meeting 
was held with the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 

An analysis of the attendance record 
follows : 

Chicago Dental Society members 
American Dental Association members. . 4,377 


6,544 
Physicians 
Nurses 
Students 
Family members 
Assistants 
Hygienists 
Lay guests 
Laboratory technicians 
Exhibitors’ representatives 


BUREAU OF 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 


New AVAILABLE TO Alp 
DenTAL Corps ProcrRaM 


A new motion picture film, “Student 
Flyer,” prepared for use in connection 
with the Victory Corps’ program has 
been approved by the Council on Dental 
Health of the American Dental Associa-’ 
tion. The film has also received the ap- 
proval of the Committee on Medical 
Motion Pictures of the American College 
of Surgeons. Notice of this approval 
will be inserted in the film. 

Prints of the new picture are being 
made available to state and municipal 
dental directors. Applications should be 
made at once to the Bureau of Public 
Relations, American Dental Association, 
222 East Superior St., Chicago, 11. 


Pustic RELATIONS BuREAU 
Issues “ATLAS OF THE Moutn’”’ 


“Atlas of the Mouth,” a book to be 
distributed by the Bureau of Public Re- 
lations, has just been issued and has 
already received the approval of many 
who were in attendance at the annual 
meeting of the Chicago Dental Society, 
at which it was exhibited for the first 
time. Originally planned by the authors, 
Isaac Schour and Maury Massler, Col- 
lege of Dentistry, University of Illinois, 
for dental and medical students, the atlas 
was found to have a wider field of use- 
fulness as an aid in patient education. 
Almost 200 illustrations portray graph- 
ically various conditions of the mouth 
in health and disease. 

Copies of the atlas can be ordered 
from the Bureau of Public Relations, 
222 E. Superior St., Chicago 11, for 
$2.50. 
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COUNCIL ON 
DENTAL HEALTH 


Councit on DenTAL HEALTH 
REporTs ON ACTIVITIES 


At its two-day meeting in Chicago, 
February 19-20, the Council on Dental 
Health received reports of its nine sub- 
committees, outlined its activities for the 
coming year and made certain changes 
in its committee structure. 
CHANGES.—The Council consolidated the 
activities of the Social Trends Committee 
and the Research Committee. L. T. 
Hunt, Lincoln, Nebr., is chairman of the 
new committee, which will be known as 
the Research Committee. 

The name of the Prepayment Com- 
mittee was changed to Methods of Pay- 
ment Committee, and the study of post- 
payment plans was transferred from the 
Low Income Committee to the new com- 
mittee. Leo J. Schoeny, New Orleans, 
is chairman of the Methods of Payment 
Committee. 

Lloyd H. Dodd, Decatur, IIl., new mem- 
ber of the Council, was named chairman 
of the Public Relations Committee. 
REPORTS.—The Committee on Industrial 
Dentistry, which held a two-day meeting, 
February 17-18, reported the establish- 
ment of working relationships with many 
other agencies. The committee is also 
preparing a definition of industrial den- 
tistry and recommendations for a mini- 
mum industrial dental health program. 
_ The Prepayment Committee reported 
that it is studying the possibility of estab- 
lishing an experimental prepayment den- 
tal program, and that state laws are 
being studied to determine in which 
states such a program may be initiated 
without special legislation. 

The Victory Corps Committee re- 
ported the establishment of committees 
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in forty-two states and the development q / 


of many programs on a state-wide basis. 
The committee also presented an exhibit # 


of educational materials being used to 7m 
implement the program at the Midwinter #i™ 
Meeting of the Chicago Dental Society. #m 

A progress report on its study of ob- mm 


jectives and methods for conducting den- 


tal treatment programs was made by the a 7 


Low Income Committee. 


The Research Committee reported q z 
that it had been associated with the am 


Caries Control Committee in the de-¥ 


velopment of the latter’s program. The 4 : 


Caries Control Committee reported com- 


pletion of the final draft of its statement . 4 


on a nation-wide caries control program, 


The program will soon be released to - ¥ 


members of the profession. 


The Professional Relations Committee ai 


and the Public Relations Committee re- 


ported on many activities in 


information on the work of the Council 
to the public and the profession. 


CURRENT NOTICES 


Semi-ANNUAL Reports oF A.D.A. 
CommiITTEEs IN Next Issue 


The reports of the committees to the q " 


Board of Trustees could not be presented 


in this issue of the Mm-MontHty Jour- am 
NAL because of limitations in space 


These, with excerpts from the addresses 
of various military officials before them 
open meeting of the War Service Com-@ 


mittee, will be published in the next issue. 


INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH 
Group Meets Marcu 18-19 


The twenty-second annual meeting of q - 
the International Association for Dental 3a 
Research will be held at the Drake Hotel, 3am 


Chicago, March 18-19. The two-day 
session will precede the annual meeting 
of the American Association of Dental 
Schools. 
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